
Principals Piece 
 
E ngã mãtua, tena Koutou, Talofa 
 
Last week we had our AGM for the PTFA. I would like to 
thank all the members of our PTFA who work incredibly hard 
to provide the ‘cherries on top’ for our children. The PTFA 
had previously asked the teachers for a wish-list and during 
the meeting were able to confirm giving the teams a signifi-
cant amount of money. Over the next few weeks as the each 
team purchase their items, we will share with you where that 
money has gone. Thank you on behalf of our children. 
There was also a significant leadership group of the PTFA 
standing down from their roles. I would like to personally 
thank Kate, Brigid and Susan for their wonderful contribu-
tions. I also want to congratulate Nadine, Grainne, Monica 
and Debbie for their new roles on the PTFA. If you would like 
to support this group in anyway please make contact with 
one of these people. Any support is always gratefully         
received. 
 
A reminder that we have a Teacher Only Day on the Wednes-
day after Easter - there is no school Wed 4th April. Teachers 
will be working with other schools in our Kahui Ako - Catholic 
Community of Learning on this day. 
 
School accounts have been sent out. Please let Vicki or     
myself know if you would like to work out a plan to support 
you with the payments required during the year. Regular 
payments throughout the year are always welcomed as we 
appreciate the costs involved. 
 
Make sure you keep up to date by checking out our school 
app and website, in particular the calendar as they will 
have all the latest information. 
 

We have a beginners Maori Language 
course, Ngā Hau E Whā – Te Reo Māori 
Programme, currently running at St      
Joseph’s Catholic School in the staffroom. 
This programme runs on a Wednesday 
night from 6-8pm and is suitable for adults 
and school children. Cost: Koha 

BEGINNERS CLASS - CONTENT: 

 Oranga Wairua, tinana me whānau  (Spiritual, physical 
and family Wellbeing) 

 Tino Rangatiratanga (Leadership, Governance, self-
determination) 

 
The teachers are exceptionally busy at the end of the school 
day with planning and meetings. There are a significant 
amount of children collected after 3.15pm. The teachers can-
not be responsible for this on a regular basis. Children will 
need to go into after school care if this continues; email    
rachel@skids.co.nz or mobile 021 914 411 for further infor-
mation. If you are going to be late we would appreciate a 

phone call through the 
office then we can support 
the family. Please adhere to 
this. 
 
BOT Update:   
As you will have seen the 
build has started. Could we 
please ask that families do 
not bike, walk, park down 
the driveway as it is being 
used to bring materials in 
for the building.  
 
 
God Bless, 
 
 
 
 
James Murray 
Principal 
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School Focus 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT: YEAR B 

A wheat grain has two main components, a food store and an embryo. When it falls on the ground it will only germinate 
if the soil has air in it and there is water available. The grain absorbs water making it swell and triggering the growth of 
the embryo. The foodstore supports the embryo as it grows first a root and then a shoot. To an observer the grain would 
appear to die as the foodstore which forms the bulk of the grain disappears and the new plant becomes visible. 
 
Jesus makes the point that the grain does not start to become the new plant until it falls to the ground.  The grain does 
not germinate until it is in an environment which provides water. A wheat grain may go for a long time in an unchanged 
state, but when it encounters water, its full potential begins to emerge. 
 
Like the wheat grain before it falls to the ground, we can live in an environment which does not trigger change or 
growth. Routine is helpful in reducing life’s stresses and the time spent in making minor decisions. But it can also impris-
on us and prevent us realizing our full potential. Sometimes it takes a change in environment, a step outside routine, to 
bring us into contact with something which will trigger new spiritual growth and personal development. 
 
We may be aware that a change is needed but we put it off because we mistakenly believe it has to be major. In fact the 
“step outside routine” needed may be very achievable, for example, changing our attitude to our job or the hours we 
work rather than changing the job, or doing some cleaning or renovating rather than shifting house. 
 
We can put ourselves in a new environment by doing some voluntary work, having a holiday or making a retreat, taking 
part in community events, deliberately setting out to meet new people, or starting an exercise programme. We can do it 
by putting aside some time (even if only 10-15 minutes) to pray, joining a prayer group or choir, or participating in parish 
activities. 
 
Unlike the wheat grain, we can actually change our environment. We can do this by affirming and supporting others, 
managing stress, and reversing negativity in family, company or community. 
 
The other lesson of the wheat grain sprouting when it falls into the right environment is expressed in John 10:10: “I have 
come that they may have life and have it to the full”. If we are in an environment which is truly toxic in its effect on us, 
draining and disempowering us in ways which undermine our spiritual, mental or even physical well-being, then we need 
to change it or even leave it. 
 
Our environment needs to be life-giving if we are to become the person Jesus desires us to be. 



PTFA News 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

Coordinator: Brigid Pitcaithly  

 

Entertainment books are back in our school as a fund-

raiser this year. They are available as either a Book or 

a Digital App for just $65.   

Whilst the official launch is not until the end of March, 

the payment page is now live so get in early and pre-

order your book for 2018. Click here for order details.  

EASTER RAFFLE 

Coordinators: Sian McCabe & Rachael Young  

It is a St Josephés tradition to have an Easter raffle 

each year to help raise funds for the school and this 

year, the tradition continues! 

Tickets went home last week and all families are asked 

to sell at least ONE card of 10 tickets to help with this 

fundraiser. This yearés top ticket seller will win their 

own basket of Easter treats to take home. Raffle tick-

ets and Easter treats need to be returned by this Fri-

day 23rd March. The raffle will be drawn on Wednes-

day the 28th of March. 

Each family is asked to provide one Easter treat. It 

doesnét have to be chocolate, so let your imagination 

get cracking and see what novel Easter surprise you 

can come up with. The Easter treats need to come in-

to the school office by Friday this week. These treats 

will help us to make up the raffle prizes.  

If anyone has any unused baskets that they can do-

nate to us for the raffle, we would love to have them; 

these can be handed into the school office. 

 

Student Details Update 

If you have recently changed any of your contact   

details for your child, can you please email Sarah: 

s.body@stjosephs.school.nz with the changes so she 

can update them. Thanks. 

 

School Lunch Orders 
If you would like to order a 

school lunch for your child, 

Lunch Orders deliver daily 

to the school office. Check 

out their menu for healthy, 

tasty food. 

School App 

A great way to keep informed 

of what is happening at our 

school is by downloading our 

school app onto your phone.  

If you have not already down-

loaded it, download for free 

from Google Play Store:       

St Josephs School Fairfield .  

The app allows you to send 

absentee notifications to 

school, receive alerts from 

school, gives staff email    

contacts, read the school 

newsletter and any other notices that may have gone 

home with the children.  

Simple and easy to use - download it today!  

 

Student Led Conferences 
Tues 10th Apr  | 2 -6pm | Whole school - Yrs 0-8 

On Tues 10th Apr you have the opportunity to come 

and see what your child has been learning so far this 

year. We invite you to book a 30 minute time slot to 

sit with your child and discuss their learning with 

them. There are up to six students and their parents 

in the room at a time, so we ask you to book an ap-

pointment. We know how proud students are to 

share their learning with their whanau and to show 

you their classroom, so please book a time! 

 

School will not close early - students will be in the 

church having singing practice when the first confer-

ences begin at 2pm. Rm 9 will be open for younger 

siblings after school so that parents can focus on the 

child sharing their learning. 

 

Bookings are now open on the School Interviews 

Website. Please book a 30 minute appointment, 

where your child will share their Term 1 learning. 
 

www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 

Event code: 9473n 

 

Holy Week Liturgy 
Thurs 29th Mar @ 1.45pm  

We invite you to join us as we celebrate Holy Week 

with a Liturgy before Easter. Each syndicate will be 

sharing a part of the Easter story. 

A reminder that students return to school after 

Easter on Thurs 5th April (Wed 4th April is a 

Teacher Only Day).  

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/15411q0
https://lunchorders.co.nz/
http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz


 

Sporting Success 
Congratulations to the swimmers who took part in 

the 2018 Waikato Junior Champs recently.  Particular 

successes were: 

 Brooklyn Miller: 2nd in the Teams 12&Under 

200m Freestyle Relay 

 Sassi Wright: 3rd in Girls Teams 12&Under 200m 

Freestyle Relay 

 Dominic Miller: 3rd in 10yr old boys 200m Free-

style 

 Callum McCabe: 3rd in 11yr old boys 200m Back-

stroke, 100m Backstroke, 2nd in 200m Freestyle, 

1st in Boys Teams 12& under 200m Freestyle Re-

lay. 

 Iris Wainui-Mackle: 3rd in 10 yr old girls 200m 

Backstroke, 100m Freestyle, 200m Individual Med-

ley, 50m Freestyle, 2nd in 100m Backstroke, 50m 

Backstroke, 1st in 50m Breaststroke, 200m Breast-

stroke, 100m Breaststroke. 

 

Caritas Lenten Appeal - 
Mufti Day 
Thurs 29th March  

Gold coin donation please!  

 
Each year the Lent Appeal is run by Caritas on behalf 

of New Zealandés Catholic Bishops to support charity 

and justice for the poorest and most vulnerable 

around the world, including in Aotearoa New Zea-

land. Please contribute a gold coin donation to this 

great cause on mufti day. Thank you! 

 

Yummy Stickers 
We are still collecting these lit-

tle stickers found on apples. 

These apples are sold in New 

World and Pak n' Save super-

markets. We are able to re-

deem them at the end of the 

year for various bits of sporting 

equipment. If you need a sheet 

to put on your fridge at home 

please see Ms. Keep in Rm 8.  

 

 

 

SJF ôNo Nutsõ Policy 

At St Josephés we have a èNo Nutsé policy. This 

means that no student is allowed to bring nuts of 

any description to school for lunch. Childrenés lunch 

boxes are checked regularly. For more information, 

ask at the school office or speak to a teacher.  

 

Moosies & Juicies for Sale! 
 

 

 

 

 

Juicies - $1 each        Moosies - $1.50 each 

Moosies and Juicies are on sale every day outside 

Ms Svendsenés office! Have a cool, tasty treat at 

lunchtime! Funds raised will go toward Year 7&8  

activities. After Easter it will go back to the normal 

Wed and Fri sales only. 



 

Cultural Corner 
  

Kia ora Koutou, 

Below is the school Waiata that Whaea Desi is teach-

ing across the syndicates. This powerful and energetic 

waiata will eventually become commonplace as our 

school waiata. Also, the Karakia that we use at morn-

ing and afternoon prayer times are here for you to go 

over with your tamariki.  

  

  

School Waiata  

Hato Hohepa e (E karanga e te iwi e)  

  

(Leader) Hato Hohepa e 

(All) E karanga e te iwi e 

  

Kua eke mai nei 

Kua eke mai nei ki runga te marae e 

  

Mauria mai ra 

Mauria mai ra e nga mate o te motu e 

  

Me nga tini roimata  

Me nga tini roimata e maringi whanui e  

  

Ara - Titiro e nga iwi (Boys) 

Titiro e nga iwi ki nga mahi o te motu  

E hora atu nei e 

  

RȊ ana te whenua (Boys) 

RȊ ana te whenua, whatiana te moana 

  

Aue te aroha 

Aue te aroha te mamae i ahau e x2 

  

RȊ ana te whenua whatiana Hi! (Boys) 

  

St Joseph 

The people call 

As they come onto 

As they come onto the marae 

Bring with you  

Bring with you the deceased 

To weep over 

Tears flow across the land 

People take note 

Look at what is happening 

Throughout these islands 

The land quakes, the sea breaks 

Oh what love 

The land quakes, sea breaks 

  

  

  

 

 

Beginning Karakia - Timatanga  

E te Atua 

He mihi tǛnei kia koe 

Mo au painga kia mǕtou  

Arahina mǕtou  

I tǛnei wǕ 

Aamine 

 

Lord 

This is a greeting to you 

For your kindness to us 

At this time  

Amen. 

 

 

 

Ending Karakia - Whakamutunga  

Kia tau ki a tǕtou katoa  

Te atawhai o tǾ tǕtou Ariki, o Ihu Karaiti 

Me te aroha o te Atua 

Me te whiwhinga tahitanga  

Ki te wairua tapu 

Ake, ake, ake 

Aamine 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all  

Forever and ever 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Nga mihi, 

 

Anna Crawford 

 

 

 

 

 MƑ te rongo, ka m ƺhio; MƑ te mƺhio, ka 

mƑrama; MƑ te mƑrama, ka mƑtau;  

MƑ te mƑtau, ka ora.  

Through resonance comes cognisance; through   

cognisance comes understanding; through 
understanding comes knowledge; through 

knowledge comes life and well-being. 

 

 


